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lhe I.egends lands more fenants

he creators of Rainforest Cafe and | = O
the Hard Rock Cafe are bringing I i d
new theme restaurant concepts Parallel
to The Legends retail and entertainment I State g
district in Kansas City, Kan | e
Developers today will snnounce detaits | g
of the $246 million, 750.000-square- & {ag) statern
foot project in the burgeoning Village ",:.;",f,, ~
West development near Kansas N
y. The ement also will O
mclude commitments from a dozen or e KANSAS
=0 metailers, with more within 90 days. | ” CITY,
Story, C-1 | )

Legends aftracts
more blg draws

By JOYCE SMITH

and MARK WIERE
The Kansas City Star
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. The Legends entertainment
drslrnct planned near Kansas

planned near Kansas

d Is attracting several

has attracted several tup restau-
rants and retailers — including
new concepts by founders of the
Hard Rock Cafe and Rainforest
Cafe.
The Legends, a 750,000-squire-
fnot complex in the Village West
near [ 435
and Sate Avenue in Kansas Clty.
Kan., will offer many

top ts and retailers.

B Among the new restaurants are
concepts being developed by the
founders of the Hard Rock Cafe
and Rainforest Cafe.

designed to draw tourists as well as
area residents. One of the new con-
cepts would [L‘JCIII!‘ audio-anima-
tronic di
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“These are mnpur deals.” said

Dan Lowe, a partmer in RED Devel
opment, developers of The Leg
ends. "They (potential tenants)
were attracted to the traffic at Ne-
braska Fumiture Man and Cabe-
la’s, the demographic of the cus-
tomers, and the sales volume that
those guys are doing. The studies
that we did show there’s a tremen-
dous gap in the market for food. It
is significantly underbuilt, and we
are trying to tap into that market.”
Backers plan to unveil details of
the $246 million project roday.
RED will announce more tenants

See LEGENDS, C-2
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Comlnutd from C-1

rict's  draw,
West's Cabela’s already Is the
state’s top tourist draw, the use of
STAR bonds to build an aquarium
at the store created controversy
that is extending 1o the new retail
and entertainment district

The Unified Board of Commis-
signers is 10 vote on the develop-
ment’s financing package al a spe-
cial meeting at 3 p.m. today at Ca-
bela’s. The proposal calls for using
$114 million in STAR bonds to fi-
nance the shopping center and en-
tertainment district.

So far the Unified G

within 90 days to add 0 r.h-.- dis-
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antifacts, and paleontology stu-
dents would serve as guides. T-Rex
also would host some 3000 stu-
dients a week for feld trips and of-
fer incentives to schools, as well as
bring in top paleomologists.
I&L&b to open fewer
than 10 T-Rex attractions in high-
volume tourist locations through-
out the workd. The first T-Rex will
open in Minneapolis' Mall of
America in May 2005. The
location would open in late 2005,
Isaac Tigrett. co-founder of the
Hord Rock Cafe and founder of
House of Blues, plans v open a
new high-end barbecue restaurant
rnnu'pl called Bozo's Hot Pit Bar-
B-Q H

has used STAR bonds to pump
maore than $160 million into Village
West, including Cabela's and Ne-
braska Fumiture Mart, and adja-
cemt Kansus Speedway. State and
local sales tax revenue generated
by the development is used 1o pay
aff the bonds.

Most of the $114 million for The
Legends would go to infrastructure
surrounding the center. But the
deal allows for up to $13.5 million
10 be used for personal property,
inctuding S-B.") million fnr audio-

The
would offer “hearty American food,
live music and dancing,”

other retailers committed
m the project include Ted's Mon-
tana Grll, Dave & Buster's, Cold
Stone Creamery and Helzbery Dia-
monds.

Jerry Gaines, director

“Nlm-sd.n. May 26, 20
sound systems, and popeom ma-

chines for a new theater.

drafted the final version of the bill,
acrused the Unified Goverrment
of trying 1o “get under the wire on
this deal.”

Wilk, who was one of six
tors (o sign '@ May 6 letter that
stressed 1o Unified Government
Mayor Carol Marinovich and Lt
Gov. John Moore the importance
of honoring the bill's intent, urged
the Unified Board to “think long
and hard about (approving the fi-
nancing). 1 just would really, really
hope that the Unified Government
would not poke the Legislature in
the eye on this kssue. ... There will
be political fallout.*

Sen. Karin Brownlee, the chair-
woman of the Senate Commerce
Committee, who also signed (he
letier, called the proposal to use
STAR bonds to finance personal

operty for the T-Rex restaurant

of the Missouri Restaurant Associ-
ation, said he would have liked to
se¢ more locally owned operations,
but added that they often don't
have the deep pockets to pay rent
at high-profile centers. He also

Jered whether the traffic at Vil-

Despite the success of the Village
West development, Steven Schuss-
ler. founder of the Rainforest Cafe,
needed 1o be convineed that the
complex would attract  enough
tourists for his new restaurmant con-
cept, dubbed T-Rex. It would be a

“prehistonc family advenmure” with
arestaurant and a shop.

Schussler said he talked to irmvest-
ment guru Warren Buffett’s people
ahout Nebraska Furniture Mart, as
well as the head of Famous Dave's
Legendary Pit Bar-B-Que and other
tenamts at Village West. He walked
the: parking lots of the complex on
a weekday afternoon, looking at li-
cense plates (o see where visitors
were from.

“Kansas City was not on our road
map — and | love Kansas City,”
Schussler sail “But | never
thought it would have the maffic
that 1 needed until 1 saw The Leg-
entds project.”

He expects T-Rex to attract about
half tourists and half local iraffic.
The $10 million, 20,000-square-foot
aperation would include 8 meteo-
rite display, flying prerodactyis.
peysers, cascading waterfalls and
ice caves. It also will have at least
six private rooms for events.

would be able to partic-
ipite in 20 actvities, inciuding “di-
nosaur digs™ 10 uncover fossils and

lage West could suppon so many
operations.

“It's all right when you have the
(auto) mces. but what happens
when you don't have a rcel”
Gaines said “You have restauranis
at 119th Street that haven't survived
the compétition even with all the
rooftops out there.”

Wyandotte County Administra-
tor Dennis Hays, however, said the
new retail and entertainment op-
tions would continue to build on
Village West as a destination retail
des 1

“And it will prove for owr com-
munity, the state and the entire
metro area (o be a major asset for
many years 10 come,” he said.

Assuming the board approves
the proposal, the: ement is
sure 1o generate enthusiasm from
Wyandotte  County  residents
starved for retail amenities. But it
has already several mem-
bers of the Kansas , who
this month pushed through a hill
that, among other things. prohibits
using STAR bonds to purchase per-
sonal propenty like the audio-ani-
matrorics.

The bill. which goes into effect
June 3, made an exception for the
Unified Government's plans to use
$2.5 million of STAR bands to pur-
chuse  projectors,  lighting  and

ill1 uutrzge

“That was never the intent of this
legistation.” she said. “We wanted
to provide an incentive that at-
uacwr.lrmprmnalﬂydndopmmt
to our state. But regardless of how
‘special’ a restaurant s, it's not the
place ol the state government o
fund the decor inside the restau-
rant.”

But at least one legislator took is-
sue with these concems. Rep. Rick
Rehom of Kansas City, Kan.. called
the letter that the conference com-
mittee members wrote “totally in-
-qmmpnmc" and said it held no le-

gal foree.
On Tuesday, Unified Govern-
ment 1 Mike Taylor de

spokesmar
fended the Unified Government’s
decision 1o move forward with the
use of STAR bonds to purchase
personal property.

Taylor sald the Village West pro-
ject had far exceeded the expecta-
tons of Wyandotte County resi-
dents and state officials, attracting
millions of visitors.

“STAR bonds were a crucial pant
of that.” he said. “Our project was
approved and the bonds autho-
rized long before this discussion
about how they should be used
came about.”

To reach Jayce Smith, retail and
restaurant reporter, call

(B16) 2344692 or send e-mail to
Jsmith@ccstar.com

To recch Mark Wiebe, call
(816) 234-5995 or send e-mail to
rmuviehe@kcstar.com
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