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SERVING THE SPACE COAST

Two new
eateries
coming
to Disney

BY DONNABALANCIA
FLORIDA TODAY

Visitors to Walt Disney World
near Orlando will get two new
restaurant choices — one
themed around dinosaurs and
another that ties into the Expedi-
tion Everest ride.

The restaurants will be oper-
ated by Landry's Restaurants
Ine., which runs the Rainforest
Cafe restaurants on Disney prop-
erties,

The new restaurants are
scheduled to open at Disney’s
Animal Kingdom in late summer
2007 and in Downtown Disneyin
early 2008,

At Downtown Disney, the
venue called T-Rex will combine
table-service dining and retail in
an interactive “prehistoric” envi-
ronment, Disney said. Guests
visiting the restaurant will be
greeted by life-sized mechanical
dinosaurs set against cascading
waterfalls, bubbling geysers and
afossil dig site.

BUSINESS

At Disney’s Animal Kingdom,
the Asian-themed eatery —
wmcg& also will include retail —
wi set in the mythical -
dom of , near mElEig-
pedition Everest roller coaster at-
traction.

The restaurant will feature ta-
ble-service dining and quick-
service food.

“Landry’'s has been operating
at Disnzﬂ for a while,” said Mi-
chael Gallo, senior vice president
at C.L. King & Associates, a New
York City-based investment firm
that covers the restaurant indus-
try, among others. “For restaura-
teurs at theme parks, vou have a
captive audience. In the case of
Disney, it's the children who
make the decision where people
aregoingtoeat.”

Gallo said the Disney Rainfo-
rest Cafes are the highest-
eaming restaurants in the Land-
ry’s family, earning roughly $75
million annually in aggregate
sales, compared with the aver-
age aggregate across the entire
restaurant industry of 3 million
ayear.m
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ARMY RESORT. The S86-room
Shades of Green resort at Walt Dis-
ney World Resort servesmilitary
families, 1A
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