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Rainforest Cafe creator, Landry’s
debut T-Rex family concept in Kan.

By Ron Ruggless

Kaxsas oy, Kax, — As the nearly
§1.14 billion-a-year Landry's
Restaurants Inc. is cyeing spinoffs
of two chaing in its vast brand
portfolio, the company has
unlegshed T-Rex, a 375-zeat,
£15 million dinossur-theme con-
cept by the creator of the Landry's-
pwned Rainforest Cafe chain

The 20.000-square-fost T-Rex:
A Prehistoric Family Adventure
opened June 25 in The Legends
shopping center, just blocks from
Kanzas City's popular NASCAR
specdway, as @ joint venture of

Housten-based Landry's and
Schussler Creative Inc, of Golden
Valley, Minn.

The restaurant, which boasts
animated dinosaurs and a mock
fos=il dig as well as retail space, is
sl-percent owned by Landry's,
with the balance held by
Schussler Creative, the company
headed by Rainforest Cafe origi-
nator Steven Schussler.

Tilman Fertitta, chairman,
chiel executive and president of
Landry’s, said the companies
gxpect the new concept to generate

an 318 to 319 per-person check
average. Annual sales were not
forecast, but Rainforest Cafe units,
by comparizon, are estimated to
average nearly 33,3 million

The opening of a second T-Rex
iz planned for early 2008 at the
Downtown Disney Marketplace,
near Orlando, Fla.

“After great suecesz with
Rainforest across the US. and the
world, to have a new concept like
T-Rex to develop, and to have the
first one in Kansas is so special,”

(5ee RAINFOREST, page 959

The first T-Rex wait opened recently in Kansas City, Kan, The dinosaer-themed concep is a joind veabere
of Landry's Restaurants and Schussler Creative Inc. From left: Steven Schussler of Schussler Creafive;
boa Reardon, mayor of Kansas City, Nan.; and Timan Fertitta, chairman, president and chief exacutive of Landn's

Rainforest Cafe creator, Landry’s unleash T-Rex concept

(Cantinned from page 41
Fertitta said, “Dinosaurs are
grregt. We're poing to have a Lol of
Tun with it in the years to come.”

Landry's Restourants in lnte
February aequired its majority
stake in T-Rex for about $T.6 nul-
lion. That price included reim-
bursements to Schussler Creative
for research and development, con-
struction draws and preopening
vxpenses, Under the agrecment,
Landry's has the option of scgquir-
ing Schugsler Creative’s 20-per-
cent interest fior up to 585 million.

Hteve and | got together seven
years ago, whion we were fortunate
enstigh to by the Bainforest con-
copl.” Fortitta said, and “[we] built
it relatboniship thirough that acgu-
sition,” He added: “Rainforest has
beem very, very good for Londry's,
Hiere wee e Wsday, together again,
Partnerships have to have some-
thing special, and Steve ereated,
financed, boilt and knows how o
run it”

The Unificd Government of

Wyandotte County/Kansas City,
Ran,, comtrabuited st $11 million
to the T-Rex project in o pulilic-pr-
vate partnerslip, Sehussler smid

“The city, the county, the stat
and the federal governments
through a consortiem, provided
tax ineentives for development,”
Sehueszler explumed. 1t a way for
government to inerease fax rov-
enues, They all pushed for T-Hex to
e Bherree”

Ao Heardon, mayor of Kansps
City, said: “Is o To-Rexecellent day

in Fansas City, Kon, On belilf of

thae Unified Geosvernmeent, | want to
wileome such o great partner Lo
OUF COMIUNItY.

“What strikes me most about
T-Rex,” Reardon continued, “oomes
from [someone] who created a phe-
meinmenim with Rainforest Cofie |
onel the [significanee for] Konsas
ity 1 Ui Whot kid has nit been
tn Painforest Cofe? What kid =07
poang fo want to come to T-Rex?

Thiz 1= o world-class venue,”

The mavor predicted the
restavurant would be o “orewning
jewel” of visitors' experionee in
Kansas City,

The two-story restawrant
ineluchis bubdiling gevesers, anmat-
wdl wooly mammotha and themes
bl sround five, water and jee.

The menu ineludes “Trinssic
Tortelling” w “Bronto Burgers,” and
such desserts as “Chocolate
Extinetion” and “Build-Your-Cwn
=msores,”

T-Rex operatez  within
Landry’s Bmnforest division. “We
e i as
Rainforest Cale,” Fertitta sanl
“The Rainfsrest team is overse-
ing it The eoncepts are different,
bt thaesy operate similarly.”

Lanelry's, which last month sl
it wins exploring “strutegic altems-
tives” for its Joe's Crab Shack and
Sultgrass Steak House chains,
iIIlEiL‘:II|'L| that T Hl*?:: 1'|r|||:| e
an addition to ite twa Golden

an extension  of

Nugget resirt-casing bsations,

“In the right casine property,
ofe of these would do great in
Laws Vemas ar another high-density
ganming area.” Fertitta <aid, adding
that b expects T-Rexs retanl sales
ton B B, “We elo o tremendons
amount of retail sales in our
Rainfirests. | personally think that
dinesaurs are more anigue than
the Bainforest animals, s | oxpact
wie will b ddoing more”

The new restaurant ineludes an
wutlet of the Buaild-A-Bear
Workshop chain, a feature in many
shuspping malls nationwide, theagh
the T-Rex branch bears a new
trodemarked variation ealled
“Build-A-Dino” Schussler called
thee sadditiom of the make-your-own
atuffed-animal shop=n great mateh
for the demegraphie profile,”

Fertitta and Schnsslor said the
deanl with the Disney organization
T the second T-Rex unit limit=
mumber of the chain's leations to
ninwe i the United States and 10

abroad, “Is o deal we agread Lo
with Disney because they want to
keep it umigue and {rosh
Schuzslor explained. “1t's
umportant that we are able to work
with the communitivs with
tourism Jand| with enty leaders
wha welcomes us”

Fertitta said other prospective
T-Rex sttes are under aetive oo
gideration, but he woeuld no give
ietails, “We think this is o unigue
copvcepd,” he said. “We will continuoe
tor tweak this prototype, and |
think the nest one vou see will bae
oven better than this ene.”

Selvssler sodded that Landr's
haod “taken on the incredibl
responsibility, piving them anath-
er platform to entertain, sducats
anel serve pliemomenal food to th
public. Peaple will come onee fin
the ‘wow Factor, but thes' I comi
bavek for podsd, |||:|;||ir_'; el ol
SeTVite.
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