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Once a budding entrepreneur recovering from Chapter 7,
Steven Schussler has built a restaurant empire worthy of legend.
BY PATRICK SAUER PHOTOGRAPH BY MARE LUINENBURG

A LA IME WITH & HISTUEY LIEH SAUUERSE ESERWE & THLINL R WEE

ahout comebacks, S0 we can EMTEL R O the: tra HEEOrY af Steven Sehussher E n [ n.l- nm[nl: "'
[ r —
—

when we first prafiled 19 vears ago in our “Great Comeback=" article.

HBack then, Schasler had just recevered trom his st basimess going ae—
under. Alsoaeh i was diflsealt, Be remalis pocd o e vy e B bed I —y
1%, “HE wis embnrrassing, et | |-\.|.:i off &ll mvy ereditors and never Gled T

for personal hankruptey becans: | wanted to kesp my name intact,

says Behussler “1 pecked myscll up and kept poang.” Today, Schussher’s

eftrepreneunal undertabmgs kave maltipled, amd hes acheved mors

than hie ever thomght p wsible. But bie hasn't |;I:';:.-'.|:'|' thinse enrly k=seoms.

“Life comies full circle,” e savs, “so treat sveryone might an the way up.
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When we first met Stewven Schussler in 1987, be was waler, fire, and koo, *1 believed musewms had
the brash, exuberant, 32-year-old owner of Suldsox become ugly boneyands that weren't three
THE Saturday Might. o chnin of 1950s-stle nightclubs. The dimensional’” he syys. Schussler and his team—

e former television-advertising salesman had bounoed back  which included in-Boase artisans —epaeet fnae
from a Chapter 7 filing (a 1950s-nostalgia retail store he yoars and 518 milllon working on the concep
alarted had gomse belly up) that found kim Nving with his English without eaming a dime, But Schussher was ol
sherpodog=whn had recemtly abiacked] him=—in a % by 12=-foot offiee with that; he spares no expense in bringing his
ahove a honky-tonk bar. Jukehox Satarday Might was Schussler’s first visions to fruition. Schussler Creative starts by
taste of success in tee themed restaurant game, and st e vestures writing extensive treatments, histories, and
hedght, thers were shght locatlons grossing roughly 530 million. After chiarpicter hins belore oonstraction oommeenoes.
seven vears, though, the Eisenhower-era novelty waore off, as did And it doesn't buld scale models: The company
Schussler’s todemnee for the kabe nights and liability issoes, @0 he has a lab shere ta fall-aize tricermtopsss and
ahifted his focuis to family saterics—and tropical binds, caseading waterfnlls were first ercated.
Schussler also utilived the recommemdations of
Im 1594, Schussler opensd the first Rainforest Calbé in the  his foous groaps, ages 2 b 15, @ even hired &
Mlall of America. He says he couldn'’t believe that no res- kindergariencr b draw dinossurs that were
“Jﬁ_'ﬂ’:h.[ tamrateur had thewght o explolt the ralnfosest conoepi printed on some of the souvenir T-shirts.
befiore: then. “A kocal arsconditioning contractor and | After an aggressive pitch from a group at
invented a ventilation system that collected dander owt of  Kansas City-area grvernment officials,
the air so wee could feature birds”® he explains, “We had o have the Schussher agreed to open the first 20,000
realism.” The calis popalar mix ol ediseatbon, enertalnment, and sgpuare-foot T-Hex in a sulburban development.
Caribbean coconut shrinap canght the attention of Wall Strest. Even T=Fex became an anchor tienant last summer
though the Minnesota location was the only cne ap and running, the alongside Ue Warren Buffet - ned Hebraska
compary completed its initiel publio offering in April 1955, Furniture Mart ool 1he Kanass Spesdwary,
Goiag public gave Schussler the capltal he needed to grow, but he which is supposed te bring in 200,000 people n
soiired an mecting the demands of the Street. Rapid expansion (45 vear for Masear rces and other events.
stores in seven vears) and revenue demands eventually tromped his Schussber expects a high muniber of guests will
belief in enhancing the Rainforest Calfit experience, so in 2000, he sold  visit the establishiment, where they can enjoy
[ s AT Ay |(rwm for ] weardls of & 108 milllkon [no-Tinis :'11|II1|'|||.-I|.' with |:|r_|.' W and a
Schussler sayvs the fourshour lines shouldve mattered more than same-  commemormtive glass for $9.9%9) and Mes-Ck-
store increases. The expericnce cementes] his belief that his strength B by Tanck rilhes, wililee the kids excavate
was research and developmsent and that operations were best left 1o the  fossils in the Discovery D sand pli
experis. He took & chunk of his eavings amd sale money and put it Into Sorving, many visitors would certainly please

Sobussler Crastive, o workshop he established that brings together Landry’s, the majority oamers of T-Kex. For
painters, designers, rpenters, and other crafispeople, all in the name  Schussler, though, success comes with the pro-
of bringing his dreams bo life. “Cresting attractions is what we de,” sa3s  oess of irving new things and taking on new
Bchussler. “T'm like the Nutty Professor in & white lab coat and erazy challenges. “There’s nothing mnre exciting to
glaszes, having fun.” mie than allowing the creative juioes to work
In 15156, the prehistoric world cought Schusslers imagination. He went  and bringing my doeanis to reality” e says,
fusl thorottle develapang T-Fex Gabd, an inlerscive restaurant Albed with A there's nothing more rewarding than to
ankmatron e dinosaors, & Paloo Zone, and dining rooms designed around  overhear a family awed by the experience.”
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Thie clinchir for {HIEINE T-Rex

in Kansas City was that ol's
i
FUTURE

H.I'l'll' '\';- .'I (L -\.Il'l B P TIR
Wiale Disnay, (1
animaie filn o vy,

Leugh-O-8rams. Schussler tikoes great pride

in the fact that the Rainforest Cafd was the

wled his dirst

anly restaurant i have opened in every Disney
themse park In July 2007, a Himalayan
village-themed extery, Yk & Yo, will open

in Dieney's Animal Kingdam 0 Crlande

Florbda. [t ame of a sumber I-'.|'|I-|I'I i unsler

Thes divsivng so-aem ot T -Hian.

way it Srhnssler Creative, (Mhers inclode
Aaro Blaw, an art deco jazs mightclab im Las
Viepas that will lave a sacoplsom: player

5k AL hils Bon from & DO I.I.IL'I.III"
hirrvri TH VT thie audicnes, ard the Hot nﬂl
Hall of Pamas, nn o= io all thines wiemer that
wall he Hoensed to stmlioms. casinos, & rpeiris,
and other operatbons. (1L will ofler a Bl pel
kinds af mustards, ketchups, and relishes!™
Arhussler says with the rocitement usaally
reserved for lottery winners

Sehussler loves The crestive piroess a0

AL B S O e

uch that he's Aexible on husines models, = il e T =i Tl

just &0 long as his reveries come to Life. He's
open o ideas from anyone and anywhere
ane has Bult g cwlbere Chat keeps thi efeative
JikIDES '||-".|:|'.; COIT RIS E - e WarKIer
the kdea, the better. After all, the Magle
Kingdom was born out of one enlreprenears
wildl ritiagimatian. "1 m falbowing i Walt

I |i-|||'_'. s |'|-|l'\-'.-'5-'\- " Schussber brams

“Hirwr cool s thet™

m.' A . B Fafd ¢ | @affd & 1T
 finnd more Comshack: in the nert o of Socrees I a e

“Theres nothing more exciting to me than allowing the creative juices
to work and bring my dreams to reality. And theres nothing more rewarding
than to overhear a family awed by the experience.” Steven Schussler

il Shisler 1'4'-: the 108 Schassier & rompeny "3. o'ﬁ' OO Schussher plars 1o ooen
fires th;ﬂ-gl Catdin ful throithe develnping e ] his Himalsran il sggo-thamisd
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