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Birth of a galaxy

Aging St. Louis Park drive-in resuscitated, rebranded
by Rainforest Café, T-Rex designer Steve Schussler

BY SCOTT CARLSON
Staff Writer

For years, Steve Schussler has been
the creative dynamo behind such mas-
sive, eye-popping restaurant concepts
as Rainforest Café and T-Rex: A
Prehistoric Family Adventure.

Steve Schussler, seated, boughtthe former
Wagner's Drive-In and is rebranding the
restaurant as Galaxy Drive In. Pictured in the
foreground: Carol Will. In background:
Heather Lysne. (Staff photo: Bill Klotz)

But near his St. Louis Park home,
Schussler has taken on what his asso-
ciates are calling a small “labor of
love." In late April, the Twin Cities
businessman bought the dilapidated
Wagner's Drive-In; he's spending about
$850,000 to renovate and rebrand the
restaurant as “Galaxy Drive In."

By one measure, his investment in
the old drive-in is a mere speck of
hamburger grease. His restaurant com-
pany, Schussler Creative Inc., spent
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S15 million to build its 20, square-foot T-Rex restao-

Galaxy: New owner of St. Louis park restaurant scoured the state for creative ideas

rant, which opened thres years ago in Kansas City, Kan

By ancther yandstick, however, Schussler’s spending
o e Galaxy Detve In s Bage. The restaurant is only
S50 soudere Teet, sils on a one-acre lot and may not pro-
duee a profil for several years,

But then, Schiussler contends that the Galaxy Drive In
makeover 't really aboutl the money, [Us more a *spie-
itneal”™ quest Lo preserve a bit of Americann, now giving
thir drive-in a retro luturistic makeover,

Through the years, Schissler s grown o know the
driviedin, 3712 Queber Ave, 5., as a gathering acwd dining
place o Famibes gl Trbends s a0 place where
Sctmssler his seen kids play Frisbee with their dogs
while wailing for their burgers.

=1 believe wr have saved an icon in St Louis Park that
was dyving.” said Schnssler, 64, He expects to have a
soraunel re=openimg of the drivesin after July 4

Foumded i 1951, the deive-in restgurant was first

knivmn as the Dairy Mor, operating with car hops ancd
selfing burgers Tor 20 eents, ol dogs Tor a dime and
pop lor s nickel apicce, Sinee then, the restaumant has
el lemds several times widh ks themes II1L'II.H.|IrI§
“Hudds Hig Boy, "Oak 11 Dove-ln™ and most recently
Wiazners I In

Al cight years ago, Alan and Jayne Wohl bought
e pestaurant Trom Lwo Tood brokers, The Wohls built
g Ehe resstannrant, gakningt one magazine’s distinction in
SO0 e merviog e Twin Cllies” best burgers,

S then, however, the Wohls have stroggled with
Uy restimrand, omable 1o pay for necessary apdates to
e bnilelingg or its evpipawent, Jayne Wohl sakd. In April
Ty =old the business (o Scluossler.

"I foeed she (the restiaoranl) needs a facelift,” Jayne
Wl admitted,

Wiohl isn'l walking away from the restaurant;
Sehmsster Creative has hiced her as Galaxy's general
muknager and ks training her in its restanrant operations,
Cne of 1 he changes for Wolil will be working with o new
poini-olfsale sysem, making it casier and more efli-
ciend To ring up sinles,

W% been Hke going from one galaxy to another,”
Waahil, 5, szl of her business tradning. *1am going from
puaeshiing a peeneil and adding up numbers in my head Lo
foing 1o Seven Schussler aniversily,”

Wikl mclmbtoed it was toegh Lo
sell her business, But she said
shes grateful for the chance (o
rejmvienate her careen “As long

a4 § believe we have saved

Schussler sald he and his company did plenty of
research to bring the old Wagner Drive-In up Lo date.
“We went to every drive-in in the state,” he noted,
Among the creative touches Schussler 8 adding: A
giant lnwn chess set, decorative
water fountaing, two antique juke
booces and @ skateboard and scoot-
er rack. Some of the drive-in's

s | follow the mles, | can be ., anicon in St. Louis Park stone benehes will be composed of
expeisive aml ereatjve,” Ly | A6 billion-yearold Moron gneiss,
st s D s keepd ihe resian. that was dYI“ﬂ' reporiedly Minnesoti's oldest for-

bl former owier, Selnssler
has endrvored 1o preserve the
flavor of the old Wagner's Dirive-
e, The restanrant still has part of
s orginal Moor and rool, The
drve-in will also have ecarhops
waorking with old-fashioned silver manual coin chang-
o, The rest of the structure and site has been retooled
with wese bathrooms, kitchen eqqupaneni, [_};lrkirn{ [
arl osuldloor seating

But ihere are plenty of new louches, ns well

— Bteve Schussler, owner,

mation of exposed bedrock.  And
there will be an outdoor fire pil
whore eUroE can rocesd muarslis
their own

Galaxy Drive In

mallows  ta  cresais
A TOIes,

The drive-in will also sefl s'mores
kits with two-fool-long roasting sticks, large marshmal-
lows, chocolale and graham crackers

1 love doing things that are fun,” Schussler said.
As for the restaumant’s menu, Schussler Creative is
taking the best of ix foed items, including burgers and

Drive-in makeover

The lormer Wagner's Drive-In |lef) is
being made over asthe Galaxy Drive In
[abovel The restaurant’s new owner,
Steve Schussler, says he is saving a
neighborheod “icon.” Submitted phato
and =ialf photo: Bill Klarz.

Froces, aidnel sechidinige & fewy ol B own chopoe seleciions,
said Jefl Bommann, company chiel developiment offi-
cer. The drive-in will have g stall of aboul 35 cmploy-
ees, including uniformed car hops and Ralfer Derby-
style skaters to direct UmalTic in and ool of the restao-
ranl

“We will havee 1o make that {iraffic) work Lo be good
netzhbors,” Bornmann said

Another twist: Thwe drive-in is cncouraging pairons to
bring their dogs, whimsically noting in ils morketing
that the Galaxy will be a place where "aliens, lnmans
and all of our Tourlegged riends are welcome,” The
citnine componenits will incluacke a men (e, dogt bones,
treats amd doggie vanilla bee ereans cones when
accompanied by a person o and a water fountain just for
dogs.

Meanwhile, residenis Gay Neilzel and day Coleaan,
whie live across Lhie steee! Trom the restaornl, said they
are happy Schussier s restoring and upgrading e
drive-in,

T think it is going (o be a lun place.” Neitzel suid, The
drive-in “gol prety mm down,”



